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This England Never Did Nor Never Shall
t
his England never did, nor never shall,
Lie at the proud foot of a conqueror,
But when it first did help to wound itself.
Now these her princes are come home again,
Come the three corners of the world in arms,
And we shall shock them.    Nought shall make us rue,
If England to itself do rest but true.
Shakespeare3s King John
Did Shakespeare Say This ?
qhakespeare was godfather to one of Ben Jonson's children, and
O after the christening, being in a deep study, Jonson came to
cheer him up, and asked him why he was so malancholy.
No faith, Ben (says he), not I, I have been considering a great
while what should be the fittest gift for me to bestow upon "my god-
child, and I am resolved at last.
I prythee what ? says he,
F faith, Ben (says he), I'll e'en give him a dozen good latten
spoons, and thou shalt translate them.
An old story of the time, the only
conversation recorded of Shakespeare
w
On the Word of a
ias there ever such stuff as the great part of Shakespeare ?    Is
it not sad stuff ?    But one must not say so.
George the Third to Miss Burney
Handel Blind
when Handel was blind he composed his Samson, in which there
is that most touching of all songs, Total Eclipse :
Total Eclipse! no sun, no moon,
All dark amidst the blaze of noon !
0 glorious light! no cheering ray
To glad my eyes with welcome day !
Why thus deprived Thy prime decree ?
Sun, moon* and stars are dark to me.
Mr Beard was the great tenor singer of the day, who was to sing
this song. Handel sent for him. Mr Beard, he said, I cannot sing
it as it should be sung, but I can tell you how it ought to be sung.
And then he sang it, with what strange pathos need not be told.
Beard stood listening, and when it was finished said, with tears in
his eyes, But, Mr Handel, I can never sing it like that.
Story told by Edward Fitzgerald

